Required Growing Conditions
Amur maple is native to Manchuria, north China and Japan and is
cultivated in gardens and parks (McMinn & Maino 1951). For current
distribution, please consult the Plant profile page for this species on the
PLANTS Web site.
Adaptation Acer ginnala grows best in moist well-drained soil, but can
tolerate a wide variety of soils, poor soil fertility, and are pH adaptable. This
species displays excellent tolerance to dry and alkaline soils (Dirr 1997). It is
reasonably drought tolerant. It will tolerate shade, but develops a better fall
color if grown in full sun. Acer ginnala grows best in colder climates with
cool summers. It can be grown in hotter areas if care is taken to prevent
dehydration.
Cultivation and Care
Propagation from Seed: Pre-soak the stored seed for twenty-four hours and
then stratify for one to four months at 1-8ºC. Seeds can be harvested when
they are fully developed but before they have dried and produced any
germination inhibitors. Sow immediately in a seedbed or open frame. Spring
sown seeds may not germinate for another year. Transfer to a nursery bed in
the first spring (Heuser 1997). If the seeds are harvested too soon they will
produce very weak plants or no plants at all (McMillan 1985).
Propagation from Cuttings: Cuttings of young shoots should be done in June
or July. The cuttings should consist of two to three pairs of leaves and one
pair of buds on the base. Place cuttings in plastic, bag and seal to prevent
moisture loss. They must not be allowed to wilt. Trim the cuttings below the
lowest node to remove the lower leaves leaving three or four at the tip. A
rooting hormone may be applied to improve rooting before planting. Insert
the cuttings in the rooting medium up to half their length so the leaves don’t
touch each other. The cuttings should root in two to three weeks, after
which they can be potted (Heuser1997

